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Event, Process and Political Culture
—— A Review Essay on Recent Publications on Medieval Chinese Political History
QIU Luming
Abstract: Two labels of particularity can wisely describe recent progresses in medieval Chinese political
history, which is “stagnated horizontally” and “expanded horizontally”. Since the traditional paradigms with
a focus on “political group” or “clannish division” has become the bottleneck of political history studies, by
introducing the concept of social network, I advanced the compound structure of “politics-patron” in
political activities. This improved traditional paradigm of analysis on political groups. Also, the introduction
of two new perspectives “political process” and “political culture”, expand research themes of political
history. Moreover, the rise of “New History” also forcefully challenged the basic research unit of “event” in
political history. Therefore, we should revisit traditional historiography, thus to discover and reveal the
“critical juncture” by reconstructing causal relationship as well as causal inference in historical studies. Only

by these means can we re-implement legitimacy on “event history”.

Key words: political history, social network, event
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On the Evolution Logic and Reflection of Chinese Mainland
Cultural Research during the 70 Years of the P.R.China
XIAO Weisheng
Abstract: Looking back on the development of Chinese Mainland cultural research during the 70 years of
the P.R.China, bounded by the mid-1990s, we can roughly divided it into two phases: Before English
Cultural Studies has not come in Chinese Mainland, cultural research mainly focus on such issues as the
study of traditional classical texts or the comparison of Chinese and Western cultural thinking and the
cultural researchers hold an elite attitude toward culture. At a later phase, cultural research has turned to
focus on popular culture and mass society and the cultural researchers regard culture as a daily lifestyle of
ordinary people. This cultural turn actually implies academic paradigm shift and demonstrates that in order
to cope with the rapid transformation of Chinese society. Chinese Mainland cultural researchers on the one
hand sadly bid farewell to the old cognitive framework and discourse mode in the past and seek to touch and
grasp the concrete realities of today’s China, on the other hand they are constantly “problematizing” the
present situation and mapping a new cultural map of contemporary China, besides they launched a real “act”

in the area of knowledge practice and thus opened up a variety of possibilities of imaging reality.

Key words: cultural research, humanist, Birminghan School, mass culture, paradigm shift
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