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FREN
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SERS i RE T BOERIT ST A (B L KA 24 i T s 1) I
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MM B XX RS L G, ASCIAE 2 Bh i BRI R B X IR R 22 5% . & FA LR
MRl EAPTTOE, M 20 fiE40 90 ARFRLIR, BUfis:. thare, AIVERL, k2552 B X & R Bl
TR T R RTE TAE© ), Z R S FNAERF TSR AER Y £ AR B AE W] B 25 57, S
PSP, € Sl A X L WIDE SRR T P L= Vi SIS I S RSO R & DE e B 112 I (SR b
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FRA CABURIBI A S HUEEIERAZIHD) , (hex) 2019 4255 6 4,

Bde:  “BUrEml” TR SIBRF——AN SRR TR ) . (HEaEETE) 2020 AR5 6 001,

®

@ e e

130



TR PERETRR . R, MRS ARAES

1, RZSUTRLITE G S P A RERLR, A RAE [ O REMR I A AR BORE, ARMERE AL A
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i CBORN A A B ——— 3 TR BCROSURIITE) —SCRAE T — T LB AR 7 (575 5
1] XIS XTBOR ARG HT, BIRARTERT T, (EHBOR TR EARERTHERT R L, 2R 2%
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Qualitative Research in Method Comparison:
Traditions, Challenges, and Development Trends
CHEN Jiajian
Abstract: The social sciences demonstrate significant methodological diversity. From a comparative perspective,
qualitative research has traditionally held advantages in three areas: naturalistic inquiry, open-ended exploration, and
interpretative understanding. However, challenges have emerged for qualitative methods in three key dimensions:
empirical validity, analytical techniques, and methodological paradigms. These challenges stem from advancements in
holistic case analysis, evolving analytical technologies, and the rise of big data research. These pressures are driving
innovation in qualitative research. In terms of analytical content, critical developments include multi-case saturation
studies, integration of multidimensional data, and explanations of broad social mechanisms. For analytical techniques,
enhancing discourse/text analysis capabilities and scaling qualitative data processing are key priorities. Methodologically,
qualitative research is increasingly integrating with quantitative and big data approaches to expand case information
systems, refine explanatory frameworks, and strengthen validation processes. This evolution aims to enhance rigor while

preserving qualitative research’s core strengths in contextual depth.

Key words: qualitative research, holistic case study, computational social science, big data research
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