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From “Advaita’ to ‘“Yuanrong”
—— The Development of Buddha-Nature and Vimoksa Theories in Chinese Huayan Buddhism

WU Xueguo, FANG Bingxing
Abstract: The Huayan School’s “Yuanrong (perfect integration) of the mundane and the sacred” (EL{&Iffl) thought
on Buddha-nature and liberation developed through a process of multilayered over-interpretation of the Avatamsaka Siitra’s
teachings, particularly its claims of “non-duality of living beings and Buddha” (A4S —) and “equality c‘)f mind and
Buddha-nature” (LM 3F-4%). By virtue of its unique hermeneutic strategy, the Huayan Buddhism has undergone a double
transformation: (a) from “voidness of both consciousness and object” (.[>3% % %5) to a philosophy of absolute, eternal
consciousness (ELFMEL>), thus eventually assimilated with the Vedanta tradition; (b)from “non-duality of paramartha and
samvrti” (EAAANT) to “mutual-fusion of the mundane and the sacred” (EL{& H.Flt), thus ultimately dissolved Buddhism’s
transcendent aspirations and integrated into the naturistic and harmonious Chinese wisdom of life. The above-mentioned

development of Huayan Buddhism epitomizes Mahaydana Buddhism’s syncretic fusion with both Vedantic metaphysics

and Chinese naturalism. It also demonstrated a de facto interweaving of Hindu and Chinese culture.

Key words: Huayan Buddhism, absolute consciousness, Vedanta, identity of mind and Buddha-nature, mutual-fusion of

the mundane and the sacred
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